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By Tim Hoowver The Denver Post

Gov. Bill Ritters staffers can accept meals or
tickets worth more than s5o at events where he
is speaking If thelr presence s "reasonably nec-
easary”™ o help the governos, the state ethics
cofnpnisaion said Tuesday.

The 4-0 decision bom the Independent
Ethics Commission creates the latest excep-
tion to Amendment 41, a gift ban approved by

voters in aoob,

Since it began making rulings in zo08, the
commission has lssued 1 pesition statements,
afvisory opinions or leters al the requeat of
government officials seeking guidance. OfF
those, thres could be constraed as enforcing a
clear ban of gifts or special benefits for govern-
ment workers, and two others partially en-
forced an ethical resteiction.

Previous opinions from the commission

Opinion nibbles at gift ban

hiave allowed:

+ Colorado State Patrol troopers to accept
free admission to an event if they are required
Lo attesd Lo prodect the BOVETTEOTD li et e
BOVEIDOT.

+ Government workers to aooept travel paid
by private interests if it benefits the stage,

= A lawmaker to accept a “cross-cultoral®
teip o Turkey.

AMENDMENT » BA

Amendment 41
Passed in 2006, IT places restrictions on gif[i-
given ta Colorado public officials, severnment

employees and thedr immediate family members
They are profiibited from receiving gifts with
value exceeding 550, with an expeption for
friends and relatives or special accasions. Gifts
fram lobbyists ane banaed.

A girl gives back

During her painful chemotherapy, Allison Winn drew strength from

her support dog, Coco. When she began feeling better, the 9-year-old
raised money to help other kids with cancer receive the same comfort.

By Kirk Mitchell The Denver Post

After two yvears of surgery, chemothera-
py and treatment for a brain tumor,
g-year-old Allison Winn wanted other
kids with cancer to have a companion like
her dog, Coco,

“She made me feel better,” Allison said.
%o when she regained her strength at
the end of spring, Allison embarked on a
fundraising campaign of her own inven-
tion to pay for feeding and training com-

panion dogs for kids like her.

Om Tuesday, in the lobby of the
women's prison where Coco and the
nenw dog were tralned, she watched
guietly, but intendly, as s-year-old can-
cer suevivar Kryata Hubbard caressed
the nose of Lucky Bug, a gentls black
Labrador, Krysta affectionately called
him “Fappy.”

“[t made me feel good,” Allison said
i1 a soll volee,

Allisom was a 9-year-old first-grader
on April ¢, 2007, when a doctor teld
her mother, Dianna Litvak, 40, that a
tedulloblastoma was causing her to
sew duuble,

Within two days, doctors performed
surgery to remove the tamer and initi-
ated chemotherapy that sapped Alli-
son's strength.

A doctor suggesied that she get a pet
for eompanionship. Litvak applied for
a dog through the Colorado Depart-
ment of Corrections” correctional in-
dustries progeam.

Under the program, inmates al the
Denver Women's Correctional Facality
train degs surrendered to local animal
shelters to be companion or service
dogs for eldeely, disabled or seriously
Ul owrners, said Debd Stevens, who su-
pervises the program.

Allisom named her white bichon frisé
Coco because the dog often got dimy
around the mouth when she ate,

When Allison started feeling bettet
im the spring, she announced one day,

“[ weant to do this for 8 kid who has - _— .
cancer.”
[t was her idea 1o bake bomemade Cancer survivor Allison Wina, left, her sister, Emily, and Allison's support dog, Coco, a bichon
OGS 88 frizé, waich as Krysia Hubbard, 2, bonds with Lucky Bug. O MeCrimmnn, The Duneer Post

Afghan President Hamid Earzai,
ledt, is the Favorite to defeat chal-
lenger Abdullah Abdallah in the
runnff election on Mov, 7.

Karzai bows
to pressure
for runoff

By Heldi Vogt The Associeted Press

kanwLy Facing Taliban threats and
approaching winter snows, Abghan
election officials must now scramble
o organize 8 manoff presidential elec-
tion on Movw, 7 after a grim Mresident
Hamid Karzai bowed to intense U5
pressure and acknowledged Tuesday
that he fell short of a majority.

United Mations Secretary-General
Ban Ki-Moon sald it will be a “huge
clhallenge™ to pull off mew balloding
without repeating the widespread
fraud that caused UM -backed investi-
gators to strip Karzai of nearly a third
of his wotes from the Aug. 20 first-
pound election

Although Karzai's capitulation was a

AFGHAN = 4/

Medical pot
shortage may
pull in cartels

By Mike MePhee
and Vietoria Barbatelli
The Nerver Past

Demand for medical merijuana in
Colorado has grown so fast in the past
few mondhe (hat b has ouseripped ihe
peoduction of legal “grow” operations
and 1% noow probably being supplied by
international drug cartels, say some lo-
cal sheriffs and agemts from the ULS.
Dirug Enforcement Administration.

And as dispensaries proliferate
throughout the stave, police and law-
vers say they are worried about the
peripheral crime rising around the
shops intended 1o function as pharma-
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